Scholarship Essay Review Guide: Spotting AI-Generated Writing 
Scholarship essays should highlight a student’s story, resilience, and goals. Essays written with AI may look polished but often lack authenticity, depth, and a personal voice. Use this guide to help distinguish between authentic and AI-generated writing. 
10 Signs of AI-Written Scholarship Essays 
• Generic “Life Lessons” – clichés like 'hard work pays off'. 
• Lack of Specific Details – no names, places, or real-life anecdotes. 
• Overly Formal or Robotic Tone – academic, not personal. 
• Repetitive Motivation Statements – 'I am passionate about…' repeated. 
• Perfect, Idealized Narratives – no struggles or imperfections. 
• Overuse of Transitional Phrases – too many 'Moreover, Therefore, In conclusion'. 
• Shallow Reflection – describes what happened but not why it mattered. 
• Inconsistent or Unrealistic Details – fabricated or vague. 
• Verbose but Empty Sentences – polished but lacking substance. 
• No Distinct Voice – sounds interchangeable, like anyone could have written it. 
Examples: AI-Style vs. Authentic Writing 
Talking About Challenges 
AI-Style: I have faced many obstacles in my life, but I never gave up. Through perseverance and determination, I learned that success comes from hard work. 
Authentic: When my father lost his job during my sophomore year, I started working weekends at the grocery store to help with rent. Balancing shifts with homework was tough, but it taught me discipline and made me appreciate the value of every dollar. 
Career Goals 
AI-Style: My career goal is to make a difference in the world by helping others and becoming a successful professional. 
Authentic: I want to study nursing because when my grandmother was diagnosed with diabetes, I saw how much her nurse supported not just her health, but her dignity. I hope to bring that same comfort to patients who feel scared or alone. 
Why They Need the Scholarship 
AI-Style: Receiving this scholarship would allow me to focus on my studies without financial burden, and it will help me achieve my academic and career goals. 
Authentic: Right now, I share one laptop with my two younger siblings, which makes it difficult to finish assignments on time. This scholarship would help me buy my own computer and stay on track to graduate next year. 
Quick Reviewer Tips 
• Look for lived experience – concrete names, places, and events. 
• Check reflection – do they explain why it mattered, not just what happened? 
• Notice imperfections – small grammar quirks can be human fingerprints.
• Beware of clichés – if it sounds like a motivational poster, it may be AI. 
• Listen for voice – does it feel unique, like only this student could have written it?

Scribbr: https://www.scribbr.com/ai-detector/
Quillbot: https://quillbot.com/ai-content-detector
