
  

 
 
 

 
ARPA Recovery Grant Program 

 

Introduction 
 
During the COVID crisis, nonprofits have been vital to providing both relief and recovery to our 
community. Recognizing the critical role of nonprofits in responding to the pandemic and in providing 
services to residents, the City of Parkersburg has allocated American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to 
the Parkersburg Area Community Foundation (PACF) and the Bernard McDonough Foundation (BMF) to 
provide ARPA grants to support community-based nonprofits. Applicants should note that the program 
eligibility, parameters, and priorities, as outlined in these guidelines, are designed to be in compliance 
with requirements for the use of ARPA funds. 
 

Purpose of Funding 
 
The ARPA Recovery Grant Program seeks to invest in projects, led by nonprofit organizations, that 
respond to the COVID 19 public health emergency and its negative impact on residents of the City of 
Parkersburg and nonprofit organizations. This program will support projects that build a strong, resilient, 
and equitable recovery. The grant program is designed to support transformational projects that result 
in long-term growth and impact and/or that address financial hardships experienced by nonprofit 
organizations as a result of the COVID 19 pandemic. 
 

Organizational Eligibility 
 
Applicants must:  
 

• Have IRS 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(19) status. 

• Have a physical address in the city limits of Parkersburg. 

• Have been open and operating no later than January 1, 2020. 

• Document how the proposed project addresses negative impacts from COVID 19 while 
strengthening and transforming the community to improve the ongoing quality of life for 
residents. 

 

Eligible Uses of Funding 
 
Funds may be used for capital projects, program development and delivery, and/or operating support.  
This grantmaking program is specifically focused on transformational community change designed to: 
 

• Address economic impacts spurred or exacerbated by the pandemic. 



• Stabilize and build resiliency for individuals, families, and households. 

• Address systemic community challenges through improved service delivery. 

• Plan and prepare for future events that may cause disruption in services. 

• Address financial hardships experienced by nonprofit organizations. 

• Build a stronger and more resilient community. 
 
In all cases, this grant funding program seeks applications that address long-term resiliency and that 
have potential for significant impact in improving the quality of life for residents of the city. The program 
has a strong interest in supporting projects that address the needs of children and youth and in projects 
that address the needs of low to moderate income individuals. All projects must document how they 
address COVID 19 impact and must align with the approved purposes for the use of ARPA funds. To 
learn more about eligible uses of ARPA funds, we encourage you to review the overview of the final rule 
from the Department of the Treasury, which can be accessed at: 
 
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule-Overview.pdf 
 
Specific pages of this document with relevant information include: pages 4-7, 12-20, and 23. 
 
Examples of eligible projects include: 
 

• Job training programs to accelerate hiring or rehiring of unemployed workers. 

• Capital improvements to facilities that address COVID-19 prevention measures, including 
improving ventilation systems and enabling social distancing. 

• Programs that improve access to medical and behavioral health care or other needed services 
for vulnerable populations. 

• Evidence-based prevention, intervention, or mitigation programs to reduce substance use 
disorder and community violence. 

• Projects that address the root causes of poverty, food insecurity, and homelessness. 

• Services to expand or address affordable housing. 

• Evidence-based educational services and practices (including tutoring, summer, afterschool, and 
extended learning programs). 

• New or expansion of high-quality childcare to provide safe and supportive care for children. 

• Projects that strengthen economic development and well-being for residents. 

• Operating support for nonprofit organizations to mitigate financial hardship due to the 
pandemic; requests for operating support should not duplicate support already provided by 
other federal relief programs, including the Paycheck Protection Program and/or EIDL loans or 
grants. 

 
Grants are intended to be one-time and will not be renewable. Applicants should not anticipate or 
expect subsequent ARPA funding. Also, for capital projects, while there are no specific procurement 
requirements, pursuit of competitive bids for any capital project is strongly encouraged. Applicants 
implementing capital projects are not required to comply with the Davis-Beacon Act. 
 

Request Amount 
 
Requests may range from $10,000 to $50,000. 
 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/SLFRF-Final-Rule-Overview.pdf


Total Funding Available 

$500,000 

Application Process 

The application process will be a two-part process. Interested applicants must first submit a letter of 
inquiry that provides a brief description of the proposed project and a budget narrative. Upon review of 
the letter of inquiry, applicants may be invited to submit a full proposal. The application process will be 
competitive, and a limited number of projects will be invited to proceed to full application. The letter of 
inquiry form, along with these guidelines and a list of frequently asked questions, can be accessed 
through the PACF web site, in the grants section related to COVID 19 response: www.pacfwv.com/city-
of-parkersburg-arpa. 

Application and Award Timeframe 

March 15   Application Process Opens 
April 29      Letters of Inquiry Due 
June 1       Notifications Regarding Invitation to Submit Full Application Issued 
August 1    Full Applications Due 
September 15    Awards Announced 

Review Process 

Requests will be reviewed and evaluated by a committee composed of representatives from local 
foundations and grantmakers with expertise in grant review and administration. 

Grant Period 

The grant period will typically be one year; however, for larger projects, an organization may request a 
funding over a two-year period. Whether the request is for one-year or two-year funding, the total 
request amount may not exceed $50,000.  

All grant funds must be expended no later than September 30, 2024. If a grantee has not expended 90% 
of the grant funds approved by January 1, 2024, the grantee will be responsible for notifying the PACF 
and BMF and a plan for completion must be developed or the funds will be subject to recapture and 
redistribution on March 1, 2024. 

For questions or more information: 

Bob Boone 
President 
Bernard McDonough Foundation 

Fred Rader
Associate Director 
Parkersburg Area Community Foundation 
fred.rader@pacfwv.com rboone@mcdonoughfoundation.org 
304.428.4438 304.424.6280 
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